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County Board
candidates
face tough
questions
Brandon Augsburg
DAILY EGYPTIAN

smoothly, with senators sitting in organized rows
most of the time.
USG has also been more interactive on
campus and more open to discuss issues with
administrators, said Vice Chancellor for Student
Affairs Larry Dietz.
“I’ve had some fairly frequent meetings with
a number of USG senators who have come to
my office sometimes wanting advice, sometimes
wanting to know about issues that we’re wrestling
with.” Dietz said.

Tempers simmered and discussion
became heated at the Jackson County
Board candidate forum held Tuesday at
the Holiday Inn Conference Center in
Carbondale.
The Carbondale and Murphysboro
chambers of commerce teamed up to host
the event, and the Paul Simon Public
Policy Institute director Mike Lawrence
moderated the discussion.
Ten of the 14 candidates attended the
event, and they were granted approximately eight minutes at the beginning of
the meeting to inform voters about their
experience and to ask for their constituents’ votes. After the introduction period,
the floor opened for candidates to field
questions from the audience.
The discussion centered on Jackson
County’s budget problems and the purchase of the old Crain furniture building
in Murphysboro in 2004.
Retiring County Board Chairman
Gary Hartlieb previously said Jackson
County, like many other counties in
Illinois, is running out of money. Many
questions from the audience pertained
to advanced budgetary planning and the
thinly stretched funds.
About 15 percent of the property
taxes citizens of Jackson County pay go
to the county budget, and many of the
incumbent board members at the event
said that number made financing county
operations tricky.
District 3 candidate Dan Bost, a
Republican from Murphysboro, said the
county board has to work together to
plan ahead five to 10 years, and the
county must have a good relationship
with businesses. He also said the county
must take every advantage of the money
it does have.
“We have to somehow get more benefit out of the taxes we’re paying,” he said.
District 5 candidate Lisa Budslick,
a Democrat from Carbondale, said the
board plans the budget at least a year in
advance but also said planning further
ahead would benefit the board.
Incumbent District 7 candidate John
Evans, a Democrat from De Soto, said
the board plans ahead as much as possible
but is often hit with state mandates. He
said the state requires the county to pay
for the mandates even though the state
does not provide any funding. He said
the mandates contribute to the budget
problems in the county.
Many of the other questions focused
on the Crain building. The county purchased and renovated the building for
$563,000 to create offices on the first
floor.
Bost pointed out that two inspectors
said the building was not a good purchase, but District 4 candidate Bradley
Kline, a member of the Green Party
from Carbondale and an architect, said
architecture firms don’t tell potential buyers if they should buy a building or not.
He said they make an assessment of the
shape the building is currently in and

See USG, Page 11

See BOARD, Page 11

From left, Benjamin Bruhn, Bill Davis, Andrea Okrasinski, Jason Agriopoulos, Ebony Thomas, and DAILY EGYPTIAN
reporter Ryan Rendleman sit for a short break after a field leader’s action course debrief Sunday morning.

S

itting cold and wet with my back
against a tree that held a chem-light
in its branches, I was slightly frustrated with myself for deciding to spend the
weekend doing field training exercises with
the ROTC.
Our camp was at the SIUC police firing
range. We arrived and put our rucksacks in
the tents and then trudged through water
and mud into the forest to practice tactical operations. I was clueless as to exactly
what we were doing — I had very little
training during the rush to camp. Plus, I

was too cold and tired to really put much
heart into it.
The day started when I awoke at 3 a.m.
Friday to the sound of thunder and a feeling
of dread because it was pouring rain, and
I knew I would be spending the weekend
outside.
The idea for an ROTC story had been
presented to me a few days earlier. ROTC
was doing field training all weekend. They
said they wanted a reporter but not just an
observer — they wanted one to suit up and
try it out.

Two ROTC
cadets discuss
plans on land
navigation
before they
set out to find
markers in the
woods using a
compass and
map Saturday
afternoon.

I hesitated and thought about it for a
night and realized this would probably be
the only chance I would ever have to shoot
an M-16 and train with the U.S. Army.
Army Lt. Col. Monty Willoughby, professor of military sciences, said twice a year
the Army ROTC does field training exercises at the SIUC police firing range. He
said the spring training is different because it
brings together 22 other schools and meets
at Ft. Leonard Wood, Mo. The fall and
spring training is preparation for Warrior
Forge at Ft. Lewis, Wash., in the summer.
He said 272 ROTC programs throughout
the nation gather for this, and the cadets are
assessed based on their performances.
I picked up my gear Thursday — without having a clue how to really wear or pack
any of it — and headed to work, anxious
and excited for the weekend. As Friday
afternoon rolled around, I was stressed,
nervous and ready to go.
At the time, I didn’t think I would
come away from the weekend having gained
much more than basic Army skills. Not
only was I taught how to take apart and put
together an M-16, but I learned to look past
the uniform. I learned to see people, not
camouflage.
And so, my 48-hour Army career began
late Friday afternoon.

STORY CONTINUED ON PAGE 8

USG committed to being heard
Wayne Utterback
DAILY EGYPTIAN

One of the main goals for Undergraduate
Student Government this year was to improve
“customer service.”
USG Vice President Paul Ogwal would say
the group has more than accomplished that task.
“We always keep an open door,” Ogwal said.
“We don’t want to keep anything a secret.”
Ogwal said one large difference from last year
is the relaxed mood of the USG office. It is more
welcoming and social than last year, said Ogwal,

who leads USG alongside its president, Akeem
Mustapha.
“I used to come in here and felt it was really
uptight,” the former senator Ogwal said.
Senators have brought a variety of concerns from their constituencies and are working
together, he said.
Arguing and delays were common in USG
meetings last year, and senators were frequently
warned to return to their seats. Often, they would
leave the meeting room and talk separately in
small groups.
Meetings this semester have progressed
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‘Indian Country Diaries: Pathologist examines mental state in stun-gun death
ST. LOUIS (AP) — An Illinois teenager who died after police shot him twice with a
Spiral of Fire’
stun gun might have been in an agitated mental state where unusual strength is possible,
• 7 p.m. today at the Student Center in the
Mississippi Room
• Film and discussion

possibly supporting police claims of a wild tussle with the 130-pound boy, a pathologist
said Wednesday.
Dr. Phillip Burch, St. Louis’ deputy chief medical examiner, said an autopsy Tuesday on
17-year-old Roger Holyfield showed no overt signs of trauma or foul play that might have
explained why the boy died.
Holyfield died Sunday, a day after the confrontation with police in Jerseyville.
Burch said he’s investigating the possibility that Holyfield died from “excited delirium,”
which he described as a mental state “where someone is out of control and can do physical
feats normally considered impossible.”
Such feats also could include continued struggle even after being shot with a high-voltage stun gun, he said.
“They pick up heavy objects, can pick up a human being and throw them — things they
wouldn’t normally be able to do,” Burch said, calling such a state in Holyfield’s case “definitely
a possibility.”
Described as an overdose of adrenalin, the heart-racing condition affects mostly young
men with histories of drug use or mental illness and what are thought to be brain abnormalities, Vincent DiMaio, a Texas medical examiner and proponent of the diagnosis, told The
Associated Press recently.
Medical examiners across the country increasingly have cited delirium resulting from
drug use or psychiatric problems when suspects die in police custody. But there are no reliable national data on how many suspects die from excited delirium, and some civil rights
groups question whether it exists.

InterVarsity Christian
Fellowship: The Well
• 7 p.m. Thursdays at the Life Science III
Auditorium

SPC Films Fall 2006:
‘Talladega Nights’

• 7 p.m. today at the Student Center
Auditorium
• 7 and 9:30 p.m. Friday and Saturday at the
Student Center Auditorium
• $3 SIUC students with ID, $3 children 10
and under, $4 general public

‘Let’s Talk About It’

• 6 to 8 p.m. today at the Student Center in
the Ohio Room
• Discussion on the impact of HIV/AIDS on
women and children in Sub-Saharan Africa

Officials expect fewer Chicago-area voting problems

The calendar is a free service for
community groups. We cannot
guarantee that all items will run.

CHICAGO (AP) — Election officials said Wednesday they’ve beefed up training
and made equipment changes they expect will help next Tuesday’s election go much
smoother than last March, when the primary was plagued by confusion and embarrassing delays.
Cook County Clerk David Orr and Chicago Election Board Chairman Langdon Neal
said every precinct will have at least one worker who has received additional technical
training.
Another major change concerns the touch-screen voting machines that allow the
visually impaired and others with disabilities to vote without help.
In March, there were not enough of the machines for each precinct, meaning some
precincts shared them. Now, each precinct has at least one touch-screen voting machine
along with the optical scan readers for paper ballots, meaning that the process of voting,
adding the votes and transmitting them will be sped up, officials said.

Submit calendar items to the
D AILY E GYPTIAN newsroom,
Communications 1247, at least
two days before event, or call
(618) 536-3311, ext. 266.

CORRECTIONS
In Wednesday’s issue of the DAILY
EGYPTIAN, the story “SIU golf finishes season on high note” should have stated that
the women’s team remained in first place
throughout the tournament. The DAILY
EGYPTIAN regrets this error.

POLICE REPORTS
Carbondale

Street west of Washington Street. Roberts
posted $100 cash bond and was released.

Ricardo Amesquita, 23, of Cobden was
arrested and charged with driving on a suspended driver’s license and having an uninsured motor vehicle at 11:45 p.m. Friday on
Wall Street south of Campus Drive. Amesquita
posted $100 cash bond and was released.

In today’s Pulse, the caption for the page
4 photograph of In Fear and Faith should
have read, “In Fear and Faith members, from
left, Denny Blackwell, Eric Fehrenbacher,
Wes Wieland, Andrew Blackwell and Josh
VanHoorebeke.” The DAILY EGYPTIAN regrets
this error.

SIUC student Joseph M. Bisognani, 18, of
Arlington Heights was arrested and charged
with possession of drug paraphernalia at
11:38 p.m. Monday at Mae Smith. Bisognani
was issued a Carbondale notice to appear
and was released.

Jonathan B. Roberts, 19, of Freeburg
was arrested and charged with possession
of cannabis 30 grams and under, underage
possession of alcohol, zero tolerance, disobeyed traffic control device and an illegal
right turn at 12:49 a.m. Saturday on Hill

If you spot an error, please contact the
DAILY EGYPTIAN accuracy desk at 536-3311,
ext. 253.

Criminal damage to state supported
property occurred at 8:44 p.m. Tuesday
at Evergreen Terrace. According to police,
an unidentified suspect threw eggs on an
entrance door to an apartment.

AccuWeather 5-Day Forecast for Carbondale

AccuWeather.com

®

TODAY

FRIDAY

SATURDAY

SUNDAY

MONDAY

Plenty of sunshine

Plenty of sunshine

Times of clouds
and sun

A shower possible

Showers

26°

53°

33°

53°

Illinois Weather

40°

54°

Carbondale through 3 p.m. yesterday

Rock Island
44/19

Peoria
45/20

High/low yesterday .................... 45°/38°
Normal high/low ........................ 62°/39°

Precipitation:

24 hours ending 3 p.m. yest. ........ 0.10”
Month to date ............................... 0.10”
Normal month to date ................... 0.13”
Year to date ................................ 43.66”
Normal year to date .................... 37.65”

Sun and Moon

Quincy
47/21

Champaign
47/19
Springfield
49/20

Sunrise today ......................... 6:23 a.m.
Sunset tonight ........................ 4:58 p.m.
Moonrise today ...................... 3:14 p.m.
Moonset today ....................... 2:48 a.m.
First
Full
Last
New

Nov 5

-0s

20s

Today
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44
54
47
40
47
52
45
50
53
45
47
43
49

Lo
22
24
19
26
26
27
17
24
27
20
21
17
20

30s

Cairo
54/28

Regional Cities
City
Bloomington
Cape Girardeau
Champaign
Chicago
Danville
Edwardsville
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Quincy
Rockford
Springfield
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Anchorage
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28/15
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s
s
s
s
s
s
s
s
s
s
s

30s

20s

10s

Vancouver
43/41

20s

30s

Winnipeg
Winnipeg
27/12

10s

40s

30s
Montreal
Calgary
Seattle Calgary
30s 41/28
20/16
49/44
Minneapolis
Toronto
Toronto
40s
50s
42/28
35/14
Billings
Billings
Detroit
Detroit
30s
40s
NewYork
York
New
31/21
42/30
30s
50s
53/40
40s
Chicago
Chicago
40s
30s
San
Denver
40/26
Washington
Washington
Francisco
52/28
50s
66/57
50s 54/37
60s

60s Los Angeles
74/56

Cold Front

70s

Stationary
Front

70s
La Paz
Paz
La
90/66

60s
60s

El Paso
Paso
El
68/48

80s

Warm Front
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59
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48
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47
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49
76
85
66
56
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29
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26
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44
37

Chihuahua
72/55
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All forecasts and maps provided by
AccuWeather, Inc. ©2006

-0s

0s
0s

Hi
62
52
47
60
52
48
53
74
54
65
53
84
84
66
49
54

Legend: W-weather, s-sunny, pc-partly cloudy,
c-cloudy, sh-showers, t-thunderstorms, r-rain,
sf-snow flurries, sn-snow, i-ice.

National Weather Today

Carbondale
53/26

Shown is today’s
weather. Temperatures
are today’s highs
and tonight’s lows.

Nov 12

Today

City
Atlanta
Boston
Cincinnati
Dallas
Denver
Indianapolis
Kansas City
Las Vegas
Nashville
New Orleans
New York City
Orlando
Phoenix
San Francisco
Seattle
Washington, DC

Temperature:
Chicago
40/26

46°

59°

National Cities

Almanac

Rockford
43/17

42°

58°

Houston
66/44
Monterrey
66/54

Atlanta
62/36

70s

80s
Miami
84/73

40s

50s

Shown are
noon positions
of weather
systems and
precipitation.
Temperature
bands are
highs for the
day. Forecast
high/low
temperatures
are given for
selected cities

Showers
T-storms
Rain
Flurries
Snow
Ice
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Agriculture students honor classmate with memorial garden
Sean McGahan
DAILY EGYPTIAN

People
who
knew
Kara
Gruenenfelder during her time at
SIUC will never forget her.
They have a constant reminder
right on campus.
Kara’s Garden, a 45-by-15-foot
bed located on the east side of the
Agriculture Building, was constructed in August by several of the late
agriculture education student’s classmates.
Gruenenfelder was killed March
10, 2005, in a single-car crash while
visiting her hometown of Highland
during spring break.
The memorial, which was paid for
by student fundraising and donations
from several local garden centers,
includes a plethora of different plants
and a 5-foot concrete bench with
Gruenenfelder’s name inscribed.
Alicia Garcia, a senior from
Atlanta, Ill., studying plant and soil
science who helped create the garden,
said Gruenenfelder had a deep love
for horticulture and plants.
“The garden is more symbolic
of her love for ag and her love for
gardening,” Garcia said. “It was just
a great collaborative effort on everybody’s part to put it together.”
The effort included the work of
several clubs within the College of
Agricultural Sciences, including the
Agriculture Education Club, which
Gruenenfelder helped to create.

“She had a warm heart and definitely an upbeat personality, so it
was kind of infectious to everybody,”
Garcia said.
Nathan Johanning, a 22-yearold graduate student from Waterloo
studying plant and soil science, said
so many clubs were involved in the
memorial because Gruenenfelder had
an effect on students throughout the
agriculture program.
“Her presence in the college was
so known. She was friends with a lot
of people,” Johanning said. “When
her death came up so suddenly, everyone just wanted to do something to
remember her and the impact in the
college.”
Dexter Wakefield, an assistant
professor of plant, soil and agricultural systems, said Gruenenfelder was
one of the first students he advised
when he arrived at SIUC in 2001.
Wakefield said he was impressed
by Gruenenfelder’s openness and
willingness to learn — so much so
that he donned a pair of gloves and
worked on the construction of the
memorial with his students.
“I’m a person that considers my
students part of a family,” Wakefield
said. “Since Kara was a part of the
family, I wanted to be with my students out there working.”
Wakefield said he plans to organize a dedication of Kara’s Garden
for classmates and family of the late
Gruenenfelder that will occur sometime in April.

PROVIDED P HOTO

Carrie Koester digs in the garden she and her classmates contructed in honor of Kara Gruenenfelder in
August on the east side of the Agriculture Building. Gruenenfelder was killed in a car accident in 2005.

Garcia said she hopes the future
College of Agricultural Sciences students will keep the memorial intact.
“We think we accomplished our

goal, and we hope that she’s smiling
down looking at us and enjoying it
as much as we did making it,” Garcia
said.

Sean McGahan can be reached at
536-3311 ext. 259 or
sean_mcgahan@dailyegyptian.com.

Bison tasting kicks off Native
American Heritage Month
Aerial McCall
DAILY EGYPTIAN

America’s original fast food is
not hot dogs — it’s bison meat.
Bison Bluff Farm owners Clifton
and Kim Howell kicked off the first
day of Native American Heritage
Month at 7 p.m. Wednesday in the
Student Center Ballroom A.
The American bison, which are
commonly referred to as “buffalo” in
American Western culture, are the
largest terrestrial mammals in North
America and Europe.
Clifton Howell of Cobden discussed what is involved in running a
bison farm, why bison is the healthiest red meat and the importance of
America’s original fast food among
many Native American people.
“Bison is what the Indians had
to eat. They would have to run fast
to catch them, so that is why people
call it the original fast food,” he

said.
The event was co-sponsored
by the Native American Student
Organization
and
Student
Development
Multicultural
Programs and Services.
Nichole Boyd, a graduate student
studying History from Chicago and
president of the Native American
Student Organization, opened the
event and welcomed guests to tables
set up for bison tasting as well as
chips, salsa and punch.
“We only held one event last
year, so for this year, we have a committee hosting a series of events all
month,” Boyd said.
Howell distinguishes between
Native foods and American foods
and how he tries to appeal to the
American consumer. He breeds his
bison on grass, hay and water and
said American consumers are used
to corn and grain fed animals.
“I know you heard the rumors

that Indians never died of heart
attacks,” Howell said. “Bison is their
main food, and it is high in protein
and low in cholesterol.”
Howell said he has success with
the animal’s health, as they rarely get
sick. When they do get sick, he said
there is a 98 percent chance the animal will die, so they stopped calling
in veterinarians.
When it is time to use the animals for food retail — which they
do from their home at 1565 Bethel
Church Road in Cobden, their
neighborhood co-op and Johnson
City Lodge — Howell said he and
the buffalo have an understanding.
“I feed them and they feed me,”
he said.
John Richardson, a retired professor from SIU, said he visits the
farm twice a year and said people
should take the tour the Howells
offers to the public. Richardson, a
family friend of the Howells, said

B RETT N ADAL ~ D AILY E GYPTIAN

Bison Bluff Farms owner Clifton Howell, of Cobden, displays a
painted shoulder blade of a buffalo during the Native American
Month Kick-Off Wednesday night in the Student Center Ballroom A.
Howell and his wife, Kim, talked about their experience of owning and
operating a bison farm on their property in Cobden.
Clifton is quite the character.
“He failed to tell you guys about
the times when the bison kick his
butt,” Richardson said.
Aerial McCall can be reached at
536-3311 ext. 263 or
aerial_mccall@dailyegyptian.com.

For more information
You can purchase meat from Bison
Bluﬀ Farms from the Howell’s home
in Cobden, neighborhood co-ops and
from Johnson City Lodge. For more
information, call Bison Bluﬀ Farms at
618-893-4959 or 618-521-5102.
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N. Korea seeks to resolve
U.S. financial restrictions
Burt Herman

THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

C HUCK KENNEDY ~ MCT

The National Park Service holds a news conference “to unveil a long-term planning effort that will
improve how visitors experience the National Mall.” Participants include, from left, Deputy Interior
Secretary Lynn Scarlett; Mary Bomar of the National Park Service Vikki Keys, superintendent of the
National Mall and Memorial Parks, in Washington, D.C., Nov. 1.

SEOUL, South Korea — North
Korea said Wednesday it was returning to nuclear disarmament talks to
get access to its frozen overseas bank
accounts, a vital source of hard currency.
The North’s Foreign Ministry
made only indirect mention of its
underground nuclear test last month.
Instead, it focused in an official statement on its desire to end U.S. financial restrictions by going back to sixnation arms talks that it has boycotted
for a year.
Confirming other nations’ reports
of the Tuesday agreement, the Foreign
Ministry said Pyongyang decided to
return to negotiations “on the premise that the issue of lifting financial
sanctions will be discussed and settled
between the (North) and the U.S.
within the framework of the six-party
talks.”

In Moscow, South Korean Foreign
Minister Ban Ki-moon said the disarmament talks could resume this
month or by the end of December at
the latest, the ITAR-Tass news agency
reported. Assistant Secretary of State
Christopher Hill, the top U.S. negotiator, had given a similar time frame
on Tuesday.
Russian Foreign Minister Sergey
Lavrov said Moscow expects the talks
to start shortly, adding that the date
was still being discussed.
Ban, the next U.N. secretary-general, hailed Pyongyang’s move as an
“encouraging signal.” “I hope that we
will find a solution to the nuclear
problem on the Korean peninsula,” he
was quoted by ITAR-Tass as saying.
Washington had banned transactions between American financial
institutions and Banco Delta Asia
SARL — a bank in the Chinese
territory of Macau — saying it was
being used by North Korea for money
laundering.

Bush says Rumsfeld and Cheney Kerry apologizes for
should stay in office until the end remark about troops
Terence Hunt

THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

WA S H I N G T O N
—
President Bush said Wednesday he
wants Defense Secretary Donald
Rumsfeld and Vice President Dick
Cheney to remain with him until the
end of his presidency, extending a job
guarantee to two of the most-vilified
members of his administration.
“Both those men are doing fantastic jobs and I strongly support them,”
Bush said in an interview with The
Associated Press and others.
On the war in Iraq, Bush said the
military has not asked for an increase
in U.S. forces beyond the 144,000
already there. He said U.S. generals
have told him “that the troop level
they got right now is what they can
live with.”
On another international issue,
Bush said he was determined that
sanctions imposed against North
Korea must be applied even though
Pyongyang has agreed to return to sixnation nuclear disarmament talks.
The president spoke in the Oval
Office, seated in a wing chair in front
of a table with a bowl of roses. Six days
before midterm elections, he steered
away from political questions beyond
saying he was confident Republicans
would defy the polls and hold control
of the House and Senate. “I understand the pundits have got the race
over. But I don’t believe it’s over until
everybody votes,” Bush said.

He refused to say whether he
could work effectively with House
Minority Leader Nancy Pelosi or
Senate Minority Leader Harry Reid
if Democrats won either the House or
Senate, or both.
Bush did take the opportunity to
take another poke at Sen. John Kerry,
in political hot water for a remark that
the White House has characterized as
a slam on U.S. troops in Iraq. Kerry
has said he was making a joke critical
of Bush, not the troops.
“It didn’t sound like a joke to me,”
the president said.
Democrats and Republicans alike
have called for Rumsfeld’s resignation,
arguing he has mishandled the war in
Iraq where more than 2,800 members
of the U.S. military have died since
the U.S.-led invasion in March 2003.
Cheney has faced sharp criticism for
his hardline views. In recent polling,
less than 40 percent of respondents
had a favorable view of Cheney and
about a third had a favorable view of
Rumsfeld.
Bush said he valued Cheney’s
advice and judgment.
“The good thing about Vice
President Cheney’s advice is, you don’t
read about it in the newspaper after
he gives it,” the president said. While
Cheney was re-elected with Bush for
four years, there has been recurring
speculation that he might step down,
perhaps for health reasons. As a practical matter, Bush could ask the vice
president to leave if he wanted.

Bush credited Rumsfeld with overseeing wars in Iraq and Afghanistan
while overhauling the military. “I’m
pleased with the progress we’re making,” the president said. He replied
in the affirmative when asked if he
wanted Rumsfeld and Cheney to stay
with him until the end.
Responding to Bush, Sen. Charles
Schumer, D-N.Y., said, “With all due
respect, the president just doesn’t get it.
We need a change in the Iraq strategy,
but with Rumsfeld running the show
we’ll never get it.”
Bush opened the interview by saying he was pleased that North Korea
was returning to stalled nuclear talks.
Although North Korea has a history
of walking away from negotiations,
Bush did not express doubts about
the intentions of Kim Jong Il, North
Korea’s leader.
“It’s his choice,” Bush said. “I
would hope he is sincere.” He said
that any deal with North Korea would
have to be verifiable.
The president said he did not
accept North Korea as a nuclear weapons state, even though it tested an
atomic bomb three weeks ago. “Our
objective is to see they’re not a nuclear
weapons state,” the president said.
Bush said Robert Joseph, U.S.
undersecretary of state for arms control and international security, and
R. Nicholas Burns, undersecretary of
state for political affairs, will travel
through the region to talk with allies
about how to make progress.

David Espo
THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

WASH INGTON — Thrust
into the midst of the midterm election
campaign, Sen. John Kerry apologized
Wednesday to “any service member,
family member or American” offended by remarks deemed by Republicans
and Democrats alike to be insulting to
U.S. forces in Iraq.
Six days before the election, the
2004 Democratic presidential nominee said he sincerely regretted his
words were “misinterpreted to imply
anything negative about those in uniform.”
In a brief statement, Kerry attacked
President Bush for a “failed security policy.” Yet his apology, issued
after prominent Democrats had urged
him to cancel public appearances, was
designed to quell a controversy that
party leaders feared would stall their
drive for big gains on Nov. 7.
With polls showing the public
opposed to the war in Iraq, Democrats
have expressed increasing optimism in
recent days that they will gain the 15
seats they need to win control of the
House. They must pick up six seats to
win the Senate, a taller challenge.
Kerry beat a grudging retreat in
his return to the national campaign
spotlight. Earlier, on the radio program “Imus in the Morning,” the
Massachusetts senator said he was
“sorry about a botched joke” about

Bush. He heaped praise on the troops,
adamantly accused Republicans of
twisting his words and said it was
the commander in chief and his aides
who “owe America an apology for this
disaster in Iraq.”
Democrats cringed, though, at
the prospect of the Massachusetts
senator becoming the face of the party
for the second consecutive national
campaign. “No one wants to have
the 2004 election replayed,” said Sen.
Hillary Rodham Clinton, D-N.Y.,
like Kerry, a potential contender for
the 2008 nomination.
Congressional candidates in Iowa
and Minnesota swiftly made plain
that Kerry was no longer welcome to
appear at scheduled rallies, and the
senator scrapped an appearance in
Philadelphia.
“It was a real dumb thing to say.
He should say sorry,” said Democrat
Claire McCaskill, running in a tight
Senate campaign in Missouri.
The White House accepted Kerry’s
statement. “Senator Kerry’s apology to
the troops for his insulting comments
came late,but it was the right thing to
do,” said Dana Perino, deputy press
secretary.
With Bush showing the way,
Republicans had worked energetically
to turn Kerry into an all-purpose target
in a campaign that has long loomed as
a loser for the GOP — much as they
ridiculed him two years ago on their
way to electoral gains.
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Sunni coaches kidnapped a day after
Sadr City blockade ends

Israel kills 8 Palestinians in Gaza raid, but
holds off on large-scale Gaza offensive

Woman arrested after fire kills at least 6
at Reno hotel where she lived

BAG H DA D, Iraq (AP) — Gunmen abducted a top Iraqi basketball
official and a blind athletic coach, both Sunnis, on Wednesday, a day
after U.S. and Iraqi forces lifted a blockade on Baghdad’s Shiite militia
stronghold of Sadr City.
The attack took place at a youth club on relatively prosperous Palestine
Street in eastern Baghdad near the Sadr City district, which is controlled by
anti-American cleric Muqtada al-Sadr’s Mahdi Army. The militia has been
linked to scores of abductions and torture killings of Sunnis.
Prime Minister Nouri al-Maliki ordered military roadblocks dismantled
Tuesday around the sprawling slum of 2.5 million. Al-Maliki acted under
pressure from al-Sadr, whose political faction is a key part of the governing
coalition.
Athletes and sports officials have increasingly become targets of
threats, kidnappings and assassination attempts, with an Iraqi international
soccer referee seized just last month as he left the soccer association’s
offices. The kidnappers reportedly demanded a $200,000 ransom.

G A Z A CI T Y, Gaza Strip (AP) — Israeli troops seized a northern Gaza
town Wednesday in one of the largest strikes against Palestinian rocket
squads in months, imposing a curfew, deploying snipers on rooftops and
patrolling streets in tanks. Eight Palestinians and an Israeli soldier were killed.
Cabinet ministers scrapped a plan to widen the conflict, however, a
move that coincided with U.S. and Egyptian efforts to stanch the flow of
weapons to Palestinian extremists across the Gaza-Egypt border.
The takeover of Beit Hanoun was expected to last only a few days,
according to Israeli officials, who emphasized the operation was not the start
of a broader military offensive in Gaza. One plan for such a major operation
would involve seizing large portions of southern Gaza to destroy weapons
smuggling tunnels from Egypt.
Israel has several reasons not to launch such an offensive now.
Israeli Prime Minister Ehud Olmert is to meet with President Bush at the
White House this month and likely would not want a major escalation in
Gaza to overshadow the trip.

R EN O, Nev. (AP) — A woman set fire to a mattress and touched
off a blaze that killed six people and gutted much of a historic
brick building in Reno’s downtown casino district, authorities said
Wednesday.
The woman was arrested on arson and murder charges in
Tuesday night’s fire at the Mizpah Hotel, police said. It was the
city’s deadliest blaze in more than 40 years.
About 30 people were injured, some of them after they leaped
out the windows of the three-story building, which was primarily a
residential hotel.
Firefighters said they did not know of anyone still missing in
the fire, but they had yet to search some areas. The roof collapsed,
and authorities said the building would have to be shored up.
Police Chief Michael Poehlman said Valerie Moore, 47, set fire
to a mattress in her hotel room. Officials said they were trying to
figure out why.
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Old bar finds new life as clothing store Topinka takes issue with
govenor’s comment

David Lopez
DAILY EGYPTIAN

It has been months since the
once lively Cadillac Lounge has seen
any of its regulars sit down at the
bar. Since its closing, the lounge has
been transformed from one of the
oldest bars in Carbondale to one of
its hippest new clothing stores.
The new store, named Urban
2, is located 215 N. Washington
St. and is owned and operated by
the Greer family, who also ran
the Cadillac Lounge for 25 years.
Owner Charles Greer decided to
switch businesses after his teenaged
grandchildren complained about the
difficulty of finding quality urban
apparel in the area.
“I just thought I’d try something
different,” Greer said.
The new store is located
where the old dance floor used
be and carries some of the biggest brands in the industry, such
as Rocawear, Seanjohn, Baby Phat
and Applebottom. Patrons can place
a special order if they cannot find
something in stock.
“We’re trying to fulfill the need
for these products in this area,”
Greer said.
The Cadillac Lounge originally
opened its doors in 1981 and was
one of several black-owned bars in
the area, Greer said. In the ‘80s
and early ‘90s, many of those establishments, including The Tropicana,
The Palms and Superdisco, closed
down.
Angie Lewis was a frequent customer of the Cadillac Lounge and
a family friend of the Greers. On
certain days, you can find her in the
store reminiscing with the family
about the old days, when the bar
would host baby showers, anniversary parties and benefits to raise

Christopher Wills
THE ASSOCIATED PRESS
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Ylonda Greer of Carbondale holds her 3-month-old son, Dacarl
Payne, as Greer stands behind the counter of her father’s new clothing store, Urban 2, Tuesday afternoon.
money for a number of causes. She
Store hours:
said she sometimes misses the times
Urban
2 is open Monday through
she had at the Cadillac with the
Saturday from 10 a.m. to 7 p.m.
other regulars.
“I don’t get to see some of those
people anymore,” Lewis said.
two customers agreed that a wider
The new store has seen a good selection of sizes would improve
reaction so far. Many of its custom- the store.
ers are walk-ins who had no idea
The area around North
the store was even there because the Washington Street has seen it’s share
family has yet to advertise in any of crime in the past years, and Greer
of the local papers. Greer said they admits that without the bar, the area
just haven’t gotten around to doing might see some changes.
it yet.
“It will probably make that area a
Earnestine Howard and her 12- nicer area to travel,” he said.
year-old grandson Richard Wade
Indeed, like the Strip, the area in
were pleased to find the new store front of the Cadillac Lounge would
in the community. Browsing the sometimes see drunken fistfights
racks of clothing, they were happy and vandalism late at night.
to see some hard-to-find brands on
“It’s just the nature of the beast,”
the shelves.
Greer said, in reference to the alco“We had to go to all the way hol business.
to St. Louis to find Paco Jeans,”
David Lopez can be reached at
Howard said.
536-3311 ext. 273 or
When asked if there was anydavid_lopez@dailyegyptian.com.
thing else they would like to see, the

C H I CAG O — Republican
Judy Baar Topinka on Tuesday
rejected Gov. Rod Blagojevich’s
complaint that coverage of his wife’s
business was sexist, suggesting his
comment was meant to divert attention from serious ethics questions.
“Being female, I know what is
sexism. It’s not sexism at all. It’s
arrogance of power, not wishing to
answer a question,” Topinka said in
a telephone interview. “It really is
a dumb comment — and probably
diversionary on top of it.”
Meanwhile, the campaigns
sought to play down new polls
showing many voters are dissatisfied with both major candidates
and Green Party candidate Rich
Whitney picked up the endorsement of the Rockford Register Star.
One poll found that Blagojevich,
although leading comfortably, is
seen unfavorably by 41 percent of
voters and Topinka by 48 percent.
“There’s no dissatisfaction from
my point of view when you have a
15-point lead,” Blagojevich said at
a news conference. “I’m not dissatisfied at all. I’m gratified.”
Blagojevich refused Tuesday
to discuss his previous comments
about a “Neanderthal and sexist”
news story on his wife’s real estate
dealings with a couple who have a
financial stake in his administration’s decisions.
At a news conference to
announce his endorsement by a
gun-control group, Blagojevich said
he would let others decide whether
the coverage was unfair, and he
praised his wife as both a mother

and a business owner.
The Chicago Tribune reported
last week that Patricia Blagojevich
made $113,700 — her only commissions this year — from a couple
with a stake in the Blagojevich
administration’s actions. Anita
Mahajan has a no-bid state contract
that began before Blagojevich took
office. Amrish Mahajan runs a bank
with requests pending before state
regulators.
The governor complained
Monday that the story implied
wives and mothers shouldn’t have
careers.
“And to suggest she doesn’t have
the right to have her own business
and pursue her own business is
Neanderthal and sexist,” Blagojevich
told the Tribune on Monday.
The Democratic governor also
discussed what he has learned
from the indictment of friend and
adviser Antoin “Tony” Rezko and
the guilty plea by political insider
Stuart Levine.
When asked whether their conduct raises questions about his judgment, Blagojevich said it shows the
need for strong systems to root out
corruption.
“A lot of shenanigans that are
indicated in the guilty plea by Mr.
Levine evidently occurred before
we had an inspector general,”
Blagojevich said. “I think the system
is much better today.”
But Blagojevich first appointed an
inspector general for his office in April
2003. Levine’s crimes, according to
his guilty plea, continued until at least
May 2004. And there is no indication
Blagojevich’s inspector was involved in
discovering the offenses that are part of
a federal corruption probe.
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A small world? Not really
T

he steady decrease in international students at SIUC — it’s
a nebulous problem to say the

least.

Any number of things could lead to numbers such as 1,149, the number of international students at SIUC this year — or 384, the
number marking the decline
of international
enrollment since
2002.
Growing parity exists between
international
universities and
universities in the
United States,
which leaves an
American education looking less
prestigious than
in years past.
There are the difficulties involved
with adjusting to
another culture
and way of life.
There’s the lack
of job opportunities for international students, who are ineligible for federal
work-study. Also, let’s not forget about the
breaking of connections between universities.
The university has gone through this specifically, having to close down its Niigata
campus in Nakajo, Japan, in May. The Niigata
campus proved itself to be a fine resource for

Any number
of things could
lead to numbers
such as 1,149,
the number of
international
students at
SIUC this year
— or 384, the
number marking
the decline of
international
enrollment since
2002.

international students, for a time providing
SIUC with 20 students a semester. By the
time of Niigata’s closing, only a handful of
students were arriving each semester.
SIUC has harbored international students
steadily for the past six decades as part of its
commitment to diversity, a philosophy this
university loves to trumpet. It’s easy to hear
the success stories, such as those of Iraqi Saad
Jabr. Jabr was the first international student to
graduate from SIUC and say this school has
been doing its job in regard to being progressive on an international level. There was a time
when SIUC ranked fourth in the nation in
international enrollment — but apparently our
administrators are not resting on their laurels.
Recently, we’ve heard Vice Chancellor for
Student Affairs Larry Dietz say, “Our future is
a multicultural future,” and Chancellor Walter
Wendler state, “We want to change the world,
but we have to know how the world works.”
Dietz made his statement while stumping
for a new committee that will focus on how to
attract more international students and keep
them here. It appears that our school’s leaders
are recognizing that SIU has a problem here
and that it is a part of an already established
national dilemma. The United States lost
more than 21,000 international students from
2002 to 2004. The stats for the last two years
are not available, but that type of fall is likely
to have continued.
How to remedy this situation: Let’s, for a
slight moment, listen to the chancellor and
his idea that we should learn how the world
works. This new international student committee is expected to look into such issues as
increasing dialogue with overseas institutions

ALEX AYALA ~ DAILY EGYPTIAN
and promoting study abroad opportunities. It
should be easy to do both, especially promoting study abroad courses.
Really pushing these aspects of higher
education can do quick work in increasing
our understanding of international students

and the institutions they come from. In the
meantime, something needs to be done to help
those who do choose to come over here feel
more comfortable and not restricted to their
own homogenous cliques. Maybe a job would
help, a lot of talking is done at work.

GUEST COLUMN

SIUC rushed to judgment on students’ case
Derrick B. Reese
GUEST COLUMNIST

I am writing to set the record straight about the story that
was carried last week regarding the nine suspensions handed
down by the university and the incredible blog activity that
followed.
First, the students who were suspended came from various
areas of Illinois. They filled out the admission applications
separately. They sat for the ACT or SAT separately. They
attended separate high schools, and they were accepted to the
university separately on their own merits. They earned the
right to be students at Southern Illinois University.
Second, they met each other and became friends at SIUC.
Some had classes together, some lived in the same dorms,
some tried out for the Saluki football team together and some
became friends of friends. In any event, they met on campus
for the first time, less than two months ago.
Third, SIUC made a terrible rush to judgment on insufficient evidence and unproven allegations. The students that
were suspended deserved better from their university and the

university community. Without any proof that they posed a
threat to the safety of the university, they were suspended for
a combined total of 17 years.
Fourth, the Student Judicial Affairs office did not follow
its own policies and procedures. The SJA utilizes a preponderance of the evidence standard to determine violations at the
suspension hearings. Simply put, this standard means “more
likely than not.” However, to reach a finding of the preponderance of the evidence, you must evaluate all the evidence.
Here, the only evidence the SJA considered was the police
report. The police report can never constitute evidence — it
can only be the framework from which the charges evolve.
The charges are proved or disproved by testimony of witnesses. In this case there were none.
Fifth, the SIUC Department of Public Safety failed to do
an adequate job investigating the crime. A call went out on
the wire saying that 15 to 30 African-American males were
battering a fellow student. The DPS stopped the first group
it came across based on that description. The students did not
run when the police lights came on to effectuate that stop.
They all stopped. When the DPS asked them to line-up, they

MISSION STATEMENT
The DAILY EGYPTIAN, the student-run newspaper of Southern Illinois
University Carbondale, is committed to being a trusted source of news,
information, commentary and public discourse, while helping readers
understand the issues affecting their lives.

did. When the DPS proceeded to take pictures of their hands,
clothes and shoes looking for blood evidence or street battle
marks, they did not complain and did as they were told. When
the police found no evidence of blood, abrasions, swelling or
cuts, they sent for the victim to identify the suspects by clothing. The investigation was over and arrests were made.
Finally, the blog traffic: Responses from the university
community to that article were a “companion rush to judgment.” I read everything from the university should not
recruit from certain areas of Illinois to the university did the
right thing in suspending the students. I am appalled at my
university community.
These students were deprived of an education they earned.
They did not beat that student according to simple “blood
spatter evidence” that a “black light” revealed was not present
on any of those students. Yet, these students were told to go
home! You should be ashamed, SIUC. I am ashamed of you!
What if it was your child?
Derrick B. Reese, Sr. is the father of the suspended student,
Derrick B. Reese, Jr.

WORDS OVERHEARD
must be sensitive to even the appearence of
“ Administrators
presenting another’s thoughts and ideas as one’s own.

”

excerpt from report examining plagiarism by Chancellor Walter Wendler
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Getting caught up
Photo Column by Melissa Barr
America’s favorite pastime has never really
been mine. When I was a kid, I played baseball with my family during the summers out
in the country next to an old schoolhouse.
My last encounter with baseball was when
my uncle hit a line drive toward the pitcher’s
mound and sent my aunt to the hospital, leaving her with 11 stitches and a black eye. We
never played again.
Despite childhood encounters with the
game, I never really enjoyed watching baseball, though I did enjoy movies such as “Field
of Dreams,” “The Sandlot” and “Angels in
the Outfield.” Watching games on television felt like endless hours of waiting for
something to happen. Although I did go to
a couple of Cardinals games the year Mark
McGwire broke Roger Maris’ single season
home run record, and I remember feeling a
little excited.
Last weekend, I was in downtown St. Louis
for a college media convention. Something
about the excitement in the city was absolutely contagious. I knew something important
was happening and wanted to be part of the
action. I stood on the ninth floor of a parking

garage across from Busch Stadium bundled
up to watch games four and five of the World
Series with about 200 other baseball fans. The
pitcher’s mound and home plate were in clear
view. I cheered loudly with the fans around
me during the final moments of the game and
celebrated with them as the Cardinals won
their first World Series title since 1982.
I ran excitedly toward the stadium with
co-workers and a large crowd of fans taking
photos and slapping high fives with strangers
on the way. This photo of fans celebrating the
Cardinals’ World Series win is one of many I
took that evening.
While celebrating with strangers, I remember saying to myself, “Melissa, you don’t even
like baseball. Why are you acting like such a
fool?” I didn’t care, though. The city was in an
absolute uproar, and I fit in right along with
the rest of the crazed fans who were hugging
each other and taking photos together like
they were family.
I don’t know what will happen with the
sudden interest in baseball that ignited in me
on Oct. 27, but I can definitely say it was one
of the most thrilling experiences of my life.

ACCOUNTANT 1:
DEBBIE C LAY

EXT.

224

ADVERTISING DIRECTOR:
J ERRY B USH

EXT.

229

MORNING CIRCULATION MANAGER:
EXT. 243
M ATTHEW AUBRY
EVENING CIRCULATION MANAGER:
EXT. 243
E RIC F LEMING
MICRO-COMPUTER SPECIALIST:
KELLY THOMAS
EXT. 242
PRINTSHOP SUPERINTENDENT:
B LAKE M ULHOLLAND EXT. 243

NOTICE
The DAILY EGYPTIAN is a “designated
public forum.” Student editors have
authority to make all content decisions
without censorship or advance
approval.

COPYRIGHT INFO
© 2006 D AILY E GYPTIAN . All rights
reserved. All content is property of
the DAILY EGYPTIAN and may not
be reproduced or transmitted without
consent. The D AILY E GYPTIAN is a
member of the Illinois College Press
Association, Associated Collegiate
Press and College Media Advisers
Inc.

PUBLISHING INFO
The D AILY E GYP TIAN is published
by the students of Southern Illinois
University.
Offices are in the Communications
Building, Room 1259, at Southern
Illinois University at Carbondale,
Carbondale, IL 62901. Walter Jaehnig,
fiscal officer. First copy is free;
each additional copy 50 cents. Mail
subscriptions available.

E D I TO R I A L P O L I C Y
O UR W ORD is the consensus of the
D AILY E GYPTIAN Editorial Board on
local, national and global issues affecting the Southern Illinois University
community. Viewpoints expressed in
columns and letters to the editor do
not necessarily reflect those of the
D AILY E GYPTIAN .

• Letters and guest columns must be submitted
with author’s contact information, preferably via
e-mail. All letters are limited to 300 words and
columns to 500 words. All topics are acceptable.
All submissions are subject to editing.

• Phone number required to verify authorship (number
will not be published). STUDENTS must include year and
major. FACULTY must include rank and department. NONACADEMIC STAFF include position and department. OTHERS
include hometown.

• Letters and guest columns can be sent to
voices@dailyegyptian.com.
• We reserve the right to not publish any letter or
guest column.

8

CURRENTS

Thursday, November 2, 2006

Thursday, November 2, 2006

9

STORY BY RYAN RENDLEMAN • PHOTOS BY DUVALE RILEY
STORY CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

ARMY VALUES
Loyalty: Bear true faith
and allegiance to the
U.S. Constitution, the
Army, your unit, and
other Soldiers.
Duty: Fulfill your
obligations.
Respect: Treat people
as they should be
treated.
Selfless-Service:
Put the welfare of the
Nation, the Army, and
your subordinates
before your own.
Honor: live up to all the
Army Values.
Integrity: Do what’s
right, legally, and
morally.
Personal Courage:
Face fear, danger or
adversity (physical
or moral).
GTA 22-06-004
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Ryan Rendleman stands in formation along with ROTC cadets before being assigned to their squad Friday afternoon outside Kesnar Hall.

Austin Timmons demonstrates how to properly hold an M-16 before cadets fire their weapons at the range Saturday morning.

Suit up a reporter for Army ROTC
field training and imagine what happens

M

Friday

y first stop was Kesnar Hall,
where all the cadets met. I
knew right away my Army
etiquette was less than desirable as I
repeatedly wore, or didn’t wear, my hat
at the appropriate times. My blunderawareness only increased when someone
said, “nice ‘burns,” and something about
being a hippie, probably referring to my
too-long-to-be-a-real-soldier hair.
I shrugged it off. After all, I was a
civilian.
Shortly after arrival, I received the
rifle I would cling to most of the weekend. When I went to sign out the rifle,
they read my name off as “Brunch.”
From then on, I was called “Brunch” or
“Branch,” but I never knew why.
At about 4 p.m., or 16:00, we were
lined up and ready to leave for camp. For
about three miles, we walked on paved
roads and trudged through tall grass,
woods and water. Near the end of the
walk, the rucksack began digging into
my shoulders, and just when I thought I
couldn’t walk any longer, we arrived and
put our equipment into the tents.
By this time, the rain had drenched
everything in sight, and I was no exception. I hardly felt rested when we headed
through mud into the woods to practice

tactical operations. The only sounds I
could hear were the slosh, slosh, sloshing
of my boots.
At our destination, everyone formed
a 360-degree parameter and faced outward to look for approaching enemies.
Willoughby said this was a tactical
operation cadets learned during the
semester.
I strained my eyes to look into the
forest but could only see the black silhouette of trees. Cold water terrorized
my feet as I knelt in the mud. I realized

how sore my body was as we got up to
hike to the next location. I was told to
sit near another tree, only this time I sat
down on the damp foliage and promptly
put my face into my poncho.
It was all I could do — I couldn’t get
warm, and my teeth were chattering.
If enemies crept up, I would have
been useless. I was too busy thinking of
a hot shower and a warm bed, but my
thoughts were interrupted when my
squad leader, Matt O’Daniel, a junior
from Springfield studying economics,
said it was time to go back to camp. The
operation was over.
Sleep was only one steak-andmushroom MRE, or Meals Ready to

Eat, away. This military ration can be
heated up using a warmer that reacts
with water to produce steam, but I, like
many others, ate it cold.
I climbed into my sleeping bag, or
“fart bag,” and was finally warm, except
for the cold, hard M-16 that I was not
allowed to part with.

Saturday
The early morning was cool and
with a clear sky. I gazed upward at

Orion’s Belt as I brushed my teeth
and prepared to eat hash browns, eggs,
bacon and sausage.
I was excited to shoot my M-16, but
first I learned safety, various shooting
positions and how to zero my rifle, or
adjust the way the rifle aims to fit the
way my eyes see.
I was nervous walking onto the
range, but the fear faded after I shot a
few times. The rifle barely lurched back
into my shoulder, and I actually felt

ABOVE: From left, Porsha Shumate, Ebony Thomas and Ryan
Rendleman stand as Thomas tries to locate their position to find
markers in the woods during land navigation Saturday afternoon.
LEFT: John Kline relieves his blistered feet and rests on a picnic table
at base camp after completing land navigation Saturday evening.

confident after a short while. I’m not
used to shooting guns, and my shooting
was mediocre. Twenty-three out of 40
shots hit the mark, and I felt proud I hit
at least 50 percent.
When everyone was done, we did
the daytime land navigation course,
where we used a map and compass to
find markers in the surrounding area.
I was teamed with Ebony Thomas,
a sophomore from Oak Park studying
administration of justice, and Porsha
Shumate, a sophomore from Chicago
studying administration of justice. As we journeyed into the
forest and thorn bushes, a thorn stuck
into my ear and had to be ripped out.
The forest made me feel like I was
far from civilization, but loud music

changed this.
“Why do I hear bass?” Thomas said
as she noticed the thumping sound of
music coming from a nearby car.
The night course was easier, but
by the end, I was exhausted from the
day’s hiking and fell asleep quickly in
my fart bag.

Sunday
After waking to another beautiful
morning, we were put into teams to
accomplish an eight-stage field leader’s
reaction course scattered around camp.
The drills assessed the leadership abilities of each cadet, who led his or her
group during the various stages.
At one stage, the cadets were timed
while they dismantled and reassembled

an M-16. Bill Davis, a junior from
Westerly, R.I., studying administration
of justice, patiently showed me how to
take apart and put together an M-16.
That afternoon, he helped me clean my
rifle so I could pass inspection.
I also faced Lt. Col. Monty
Willoughby in paintball.
The stage taught partners how to
move together and communicate while
in combat. I partnered with Ebony
Thomas and faced Willoughby and
Christopher Norrington, a junior in
university studies.
As I felt a paintball drive into my
head, I knew I was dead. Afterward,
I found paint on my chest and gun
and realized I had been killed multiple
times.

The course ended around noon, and
we departed for Kesnar Hall, this time
in a van.
As I sat in the van looking out the
window, I knew my Army days were
over and a hot shower was in sight. The
last obstacle of the weekend remained
— rifle cleaning.
We sat outside Kesnar Hall cleaning
rifles for about four hours while Garth
Brooks music blared from a truck stereo.
As I thought about the friends I have in
low places, I meticulously removed all
dirt and carbon from my rifle with Qtip after Q-tip.

Once my clean rifle was approved,
I tiredly donned my rucksack one
last time and walked back toward the
Communications Building.
After showing off my Army gear
and greasy hair to everyone in the newsroom, I caught a ride home and finally
did the one thing I had been dying to do
since Friday — I took a hot shower.
Ryan Rendleman can be reached at 536-3311
ext. 258 or ryan_rendleman@dailyegyptian.com.

@

A podcast is available with more thoughts
from the reporter about his Army ROTC
experience at www.siuDE.com.

ABOVE: Benjamin Bruhn, left, and Michael Dwyer help guide
Andrea Okrasinski across a stream during one of many field leader’s
action course’s Sunday afternoon.
LEFT: Before ROTC training is over, students clean their M-16’s outside of Kesnar Hall to pass inspection.
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USG
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While he has yet to attend a
USG meeting this year, former
USG President Nate Brown said
the main difference he has noticed
is the dialogue the students have
with administrators.
Brown is now an undergraduate assistant in the chancellor’s
office. During the summer, Brown
drafted a model for a new form of
student government that would
eliminate USG and the Graduate
and Professional Student Council
while giving college administrators
the responsibility of appointing
student leaders.
The model, which Brown composed on the charge of Chancellor
Walter Wendler, evolved into a
student government task force that
is currently looking at ways to
make student government bodies
at SIUC more efficient.
The model and the task force
came after USG failed multiple
times in the spring semester to
allocate money to student groups
for events. In one meeting designated for allocations, senators censured then-president Brown and
urged Wendler to look for a job

Thursday, November 2, 2006

elsewhere before time restraints
forced money distribution to
another day.
Even though USG has been
on the right track, improvements
and changes can still be made to
make student government better,
Ogwal said.
Ogwal mentioned that senators
Matt Picchietti and Joe Yancey
recently started a group called
“Fight Club,” in which senators
talk with students about campus
issues such as the delays on the
new Wall and Grand Apartments.
Interaction has been the main
focus of improvement, USG chief
of staff Jimmy Toriola said.
“There has been cohesion
between the senators and the executives,” Toriola said. “Senators now
find it easier to come to USG.”
Student Development director and USG adviser Katie
Sermersheim said the group is
committed to making its voice and
the student body’s voice heard on
campus.
“They are definitely off on the
right foot,” Sermersheim said.
M AX B ITTLE ~ D AILY E GYPTIAN

Wayne Utterback can be reached at
536-3311 ext. 268 or
wayne_utterback@dailyegyptian.com.

USG Senator Prescott Paulin and Executive Assistant Whitney Weller enjoy their lunch break
Wednesday as Weller worked in her office to log minutes from a recent USG meeting. “We keep a close knit
friendship,” said USG Vice President Paul Ogwal.

BOARD
CONTINUED FROM PAGE

Reggie Gant,
employee of
Fish Window
Cleaning,
washes
windows
Wednesday
afternoon at
The Bookworm
in the East
Gate Shopping
Center. Gant
has been
working for the
company for
four months.
M ELISSA B ARR
D AILY E GYPTIAN
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County board candidates
District 1
• William “Bill” Alstat – Republican (incumbent)
• James “Jim” Clark – Democrat
District 2
• Daniel Bost – Republican
• James “Jim” Kerley – Democrat (incumbent)
District 3
• Bruce Wallace – Republican
• Mary “Mickey” Korando – Democrat (incumbent)
District 4
• Chris Mueller – Republican
• Robert Lorinskas – Democrat (incumbent)
• Bradley Klein – Green

determine how much work would
need to be done to make it suitable
for whatever purpose it would be
used.
Incumbent District 3 candidate Mickey Korando, a Democrat
from Murphysboro, said she wished
everyone could go into the building to see how wonderful it is and
how happy the people who work
there are.
District 7 candidate Dayton

District 5
• Donald Barrett – Republican
• Lisa Budslick – Democrat
District 6
• Donna McCann – Democrat (incumbent)
• Jennifer Vaughn – Green
District 7
• Dayton Loyd – Republican
• John Evans – Democrat (incumbent)

Loyd,
a
Republican
from
Carbondale, said regardless of the
problems the board might face in
the future, fighting for causes or
against other people in local politics
doesn’t work very well.
“I found that middle ground is
the way to go,” he said.
Brandon Augsburg can be reached at
536-3311 ext. 262 or
brandon_augsburg@dailyegyptian.com.

Check out the Pulse Calendar on Pages 6 & 7.
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With two seniors, three juniors
and a sophomore, the Penguins’
offensive line is one of the most
sound units in the Gateway and has
helped give YSU the second best
rushing offense in the league.
Mason has put his line to
good use.
The Penguin rushing corps has
gained 2,069 yards from scrimmage
this season, thanks to the offensive
line — Mason has accounted for
over half of those yards.
Both Heacock and SIU head
coach Jerry Kill said the game could
be decided by whose line plays better.

With SIU also boasting a
top-rated running back in Arkee
Whitlock, line production will be
essential for both teams.
“A key to the game is winning
the line of scrimmage,” Kill said. “If
they handle us on the line of scrimmage, it is going to be a long day. But
most games are won with who wins
up front.”
Whitlock, who has been a mainstay on the Payton Award candidate
list all season, has many similarities
to Mason, who is also featured on
the Payton watch list.
Both Mason and Whitlock
are heavily relied on for offensive production and represent the
cornerstone of their respective

teams’ offense.
While Mason has provided better numbers on the season, both
players are an easy source of concern
for opposing defensive coordinators.
It is no secret, both teams like to
run the ball.
“We are a running football
team, and we have been for years,”
Heacock said. “I don’t think we are
going to change anything. We are
who we are. We run the ball so we
can throw it.”
Mason should benefit from the
strategy.
Brian Feldt can be reached at
536-3311 ext. 269 or
brian_feldt@dailyegyptian.com.
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Pauk said they will approach the
tilt against the Buccaneers as a normal
game.
“This is our only exhibition game,
and then we get right into the season,”
Pauk said. “We need to come out and
play well and play hard and see what
we got.”
Eikenberg singled out forwards
Dana Olsen, a freshman, and Jasmine
Gibson, a sophomore, for strong performances.
Eikenberg said both played well in
the scrimmage last weekend, and she’s
interested to see how they will do with
actual competition.

Senior forward Carlai Moore has
been practicing the last two weeks with
a turf toe injury.
Moore said her foot has its good
and bad days, but she will be ready to
play Sunday.
The regular season begins Nov. 12
at the SIU Arena, where the Salukis
will play the University of Missouri.
Moore said she is set for the regular
season to begin.
“I’m ready to go,” Moore said. “I’m
ready to get a change of pace from just
practicing and kind of see where we’re
at as a team.”
Scott Mieszala can be reached at
536-3311 ext. 282 or
scott_mieszala@dailyegyptian.com.

An All-Star game without the stars
Mickelson and
Woods skip out on
season-ending event
Doug Ferguson
THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

AT LA N TA — For all the talk
of a black cloud hanging over a Tour
Championship missing the PGA Tour’s
two biggest stars, Ernie Els saw nothing but sunshine as he worked quietly
on the practice green late Wednesday
afternoon.
Not many were happier to be at
East Lake for the season-ending event
for the top 30 on the money list. Els
squeaked in three days ago by saving par
from 50 yards short of the 18th green,
giving him one last chance to salvage his
year with a victory.
And that’s when the light

came on.
“At least I’ve got a chance,” he said.
“And it’s a lot better when you only have
to beat 26 guys.”
He doesn’t have to beat Tiger
Woods, the No. 1 player in the world
who decided to end his PGA Tour season a month ago by skipping the tour’s
version of the All-Star game for the first
time. He doesn’t have to worry about
Phil Mickelson, who stuck to his strategy of calling it quits after the majors.
Also missing is Stephen Ames, winner of The Players Championship, who
is nursing a sore back.
Reaction from the 27 players at
East Lake competing for $6.5 million
in prize money has been mixed. Some
believe Woods and Mickelson owe it to
the PGA Tour to show up at the Tour
Championship.
“I think the biggest players have
a responsibility to the tour to play in
these,” Arron Oberholser said. “Tiger

might not want to hear that, and Phil
might not want to hear that, but they
don’t write my paycheck, so I don’t care.
I think it’s about having a responsibility
to your place in the game.”
On the other hand, Woods indirectly writes plenty of paychecks. It is his
star power in the game that has caused
exponential growth in prize money over
the last three years. When Woods first
played in the Tour Championship, the
purse was $3 million. This year, the winner gets $1.17 million.
“You could say Tiger and Phil are
hurting the tour by not coming to
the Tour Championship,” U.S. Open
champion Geoff Ogilvy said. “But
where would the tour be without Tiger
and Phil? We’d be playing for $2.5
million this week. We’d have 20 tournaments. And no one would be watching
on TV. We’d be back where we were 15
years ago.”
One way or the other, their absence

has drawn more attention than the tournament. PGA Tour commissioner Tim
Finchem said he was disappointed when
they were not at East Lake, although
his thoughts were geared more toward
next year at the FedExCup competition,
which will end in September when the
leaves are still green.
“I think players have an obligation
to support the tour,” Finchem said. “But
after this many years on the job, I think
in the long term. I don’t get hung up on
one week.”
Woods cited fatigue for missing the
Tour Championship for the first time.
Returning from a nine-week absence
after his father died, then missing the
cut for the first time in a major, he won
six of eight tournaments he played, lost
the Ryder Cup and made a two-day trip
to Ireland beforehand for practice.
Mickelson pours so much into the
majors that he is exhauted by August.
He stopped playing after the American

Express Championship last year. This
time, he stopped after the Ryder Cup.
“Phil was not a surprise to me,”
Finchem said. “Now that I know the
details of Tiger’s thing from last week,
I understand how he came to his conclusion. It doesn’t make me less disappointed, but I understand how he got
there.”
That leaves Jim Furyk as the No.
1 player at East Lake, even though he
is No. 2 in the world and No. 2 on the
money list. He can’t catch Woods for
the money title, although a solid week
should be enough for Furyk to win the
Vardon Trophy for the lowest scoring
average.
Then again, he could have stayed
home this week and still won the
Vardon.
So what was he doing on the practice range, warming up with wedge
shots over a pond to a green about 100
yards away?

Chase shaping up to be a 2-man race between Kenseth and Johnson
“We feel good about the position we’re in, (but) we also underJenna Fryer

THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

CHARLOTTE, N.C. — What
looked to be a wide-open Chase for the
championship last week might actually
only be a two-man race to the title.
It would be fitting if it indeed
comes down to a race between Matt
Kenseth and Jimmie Johnson because
they were the best of the field during
the regular season. The two combined
to hold down the top spot in the standings for the entire 26 weeks before the
Chase for the championship started.
Now they head into the final
three races of the year with just 26
points separating Kenseth from second-place Johnson. Although Denny
Hamlin, Jeff Burton and Dale
Earnhardt Jr. are all within striking
distance, the Nextel Cup is more
than likely Kenseth’s or Johnson’s
to lose.

And, for the first time, Johnson
likes his chances.
“I had a great dream about being a
champion. That’s the first time for me
in my championship battles ... I had
the sensation of being a champion,”
he said. “I didn’t have the full visual
of standing on the stage or anything,
(but) every thought I have about it
fills me up with excitement and happiness, where in the past, I almost had
nightmares.
“When I would think of the championship laying there before I’d go to
sleep at night ... everything was kind
of fear-based. This year, everything as
I doze off and go to sleep, I’m smiling
and I’m like, ‘Man, I can’t wait to get
to Texas and Phoenix and Homestead
and race for this thing.’”
Kenseth, who won the 2003 championship under NASCAR’s old system, isn’t as wild about his chances as
Johnson.

After putting together a late-summer surge that cemented him as the
driver to beat, Kenseth has been frustrated with his team’s performance
through the first part of the Chase.
The dominance they’d shown earlier
was gone, and tiny mistakes have been
sabotaging their efforts. After a particularly lackluster run in Charlotte,
he flatly said his team was “kidding
ourselves thinking we can win a championship operating like (that).”
So he refused to celebrate when he
moved into the points lead two weeks
ago, accepting that his top spot in the
standings was the result of the failure
of others. But a fourth-place run last
week in Atlanta buoyed his spirits, and
Kenseth isn’t as pessimistic about his
chances as just a few weeks ago.
“We finally showed that we can
run with the leaders again, and that
was encouraging,” Kenseth said.
“There’s three more to go, and if we

stand that we are probably going to have to have a little help.
— Jeff Burton
NASCAR driver

can continue to work like we did in
Atlanta, then we’ll have a shot. But
we’ve got be on our game because
( Johnson) is very good, and that team
is capable of clicking off wins and running well.”
Of course, no one is dismissing
the rest of the competition. But last
week’s race in Atlanta gave Kenseth
and Johnson significant separation,
leaving Hamlin, Burton and Earnhardt
with the best — albeit slim — hope of
catching them.
Heading into Texas Motor
Speedway this weekend, Hamlin is 65
points out in third place, while Burton
and Earnhardt are tied for fourth, 84
points back.

Burton, who looked invincible two
weeks ago, isn’t giving up.
“We’re one race away or one poor
finish away from one of the top two
guys from being right back in it,” he
said. “We feel good about the position
we’re in, (but) we also understand that
we are probably going to have to have
a little help.”
“In today’s environment, a little bit
of help is not out of the realm of possibilities.”
And Earnhardt plans on using
Texas this weekend as the place he
closes the gap. His confidence is always
soaring at that track, where he scored
his first career victories in both the
Busch and Nextel Cup series.
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Salukis go Hawk hunting

A NTHONY S OUFFLÉ ~ Daily Egyptian

Saluki guard Tony Young pushes forward to grab the loose ball while Panther guard Brooks McKowen,
attempts to block him during the Saluki’s game 17 of the NCAA Tournament against the University of
Northern Iowa on Jan. 16 at the UNI Dome in Cedar Falls, Iowa.

Jordan Wilson
DAILY EGYPTIAN

Chris Lowery doesn’t need to be
reminded of what a Division II team
can do.
Less than a year ago, the SIU
men’s basketball team suffered an
embarrassing loss to the University of
Alaska-Anchorage, its first D-II loss
in 10 years.
So when the Salukis open their
season tonight at 7:05 with an exhibition game against Division II Quincy
University, chances are the Salukis
won’t be dallying around, given the
lower-division competition.
“We lost to a D-II team last year,”
Lowery said. “If you don’t respect
them, you’ll get beat.”
Last season, the Salukis pounded
their two exhibition opponents, SIUEdwardsville and the University of
Missouri-St. Louis by a 22-point
average.
Even though there’s a noticeable
dip in the competition, the Salukis’
play on the court won’t show it.
“We go out there like it’s a regular
game,” sophomore point guard Bryan
Mullins said. “Like it’s a conference
game.”
The Hawks might or might not
put up a legitimate threat to the
Salukis. Their track record, though,

shows the Hawks are capable.
Quincy finished the 2005-06
season with a 22-10 mark, comparable to the Salukis’ 22-11 record
a season ago. Quincy finished 2-1
against SIU-Edwardsville, a squad
that ended up going to the Division
II semifinals.
Lowery said his team is viewing
the Hawks as a “very good opponent.”
Senior guard and co-captain Tony
Young echoed that and noted playing
a lower-division team can be dangerous.
“They’re feeling like underdogs,
so they’re going to come in here like
they have something to prove with a
chip on their shoulder,” Young said.
While the Hawks enter the game
looking to beat on the Salukis, the
Salukis enter the game tired of beating on themselves.
Since summer, SIU players have
scrimmaged, practiced and trained
with each other. There have been
short spats between teammates,
headlocks, bloody battles and constant collisions.
High-intensity practices have
the Salukis eager to participate in
the aforementioned activities against
people they don’t call teammates.
“We compete so hard in practice,
you get tired of constantly fighting

the same people every day,” Lowery
said.
Against Quincy, the Salukis will
see a familiar face.
Ryan Walker played for SIU from
2002 to 2004. He averaged 1.3 points
a game for the Salukis before transferring to Quincy for the 2004-2005
season.
The Salukis are hoping to douse
the feud with a victory Thursday.
“He likes to talk smack sometimes, but we’re cool for the most
part,” Young said.
SIU will be without a handful of
players because of injury and suspension. Freshman Josh Bone is expected
to be out four to six weeks with a broken bone in his right foot, and redshirt freshman Christian Cornelius
is likely out for the year with a torn
ACL.
The Salukis will also be without
the services of junior Jamaal Foster,
who is serving a one-game suspension and senior Jamaal Tatum, who
is serving a three-game suspension.
Sophomore Tony Boyle will serve
a one-game suspension in Sunday’s
exhibition matchup with Henderson
State University.
Jordan Wilson can be reached at
536-3311 ext. 256 or
jordan_wilson@dailyegyptian.com.
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Saluki Insider
Two more players have been suspended for drug use this week. Guillermo Mota of
the New York Mets was suspended 50-games for testing positive for a banned substance
while San Diego Chargers outside linebacker Shawne Merriman was suspended four
games for testing positive for steroids. Are the punishments long enough to stop drug
use in sports?

JORDAN WILSON
jordan_wilson@
dailyegyptian.com

“I don’t think it really matters. Even with
A-Rod, the Yankees didn’t get too far. I would
have liked to have seen him on the Cubs, but
Pinella should do the trick.”

“No punishment except for a lifetime
banishment will get rid of performance
enhancing drugs in any sport. A first offense
BRIAN FELDT
lifetime punishment is the ONLY way to get rid
of drugs in sports. It sounds harsh, but it really
brian_feldt@
is the only way I see this whole thing getting
dailyegyptian.com
resolved.”

SCOTT MIESZALA
scott_mieszala@
dailyegyptian.com

“The policies seem to work OK, except I
would like to see them implement a test for
HGH. Then they should start handing out fines
for everybody who fails a test. And then fine
them extra if they say they thought it was a
B12 shot. At least Mota and Merriman owned
up to it.”

STATS OF THE WEEK
SIUWEEK
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Saluki Banter
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If Coffin makes two field goals,
he can also pass Ron Miller’s school
record of 40 field goals. Miller, who
played from 1983 to 1986, was
a member of SIU’s 1983 national
championship team.

Craig Coffin

Do you have questions for the
Saluki Banter that you want
answered?
E-mail de_editor@dailyegyptian.com

Grand jury to charge track coach
David Kravets
Paul Elias
THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

SAN F RA N C I S CO — Track
coach Trevor Graham, who helped
launch a three-year federal probe of
steroid use by elite athletes, is expected to be charged here as soon as
Thursday with obstructing the investigation, two Justice Department
officials with knowledge of the investigation told The Associated Press.
Speaking on condition of anonymity because the charges had not
been made public, the officials said
Graham would be charged with making false statements to authorities

investigating steroid use in sports.
Graham operates Raleigh-based
Sprint Capitol USA, a team of about
10 athletes that includes 100-meter
co-world record holder Justin Gatlin,
who tested positive for testosterone
and other steroids in April.
Graham also coached sprinter
Marion Jones, who won five medals at the 2000 Sydney Games with
him, and her former boyfriend Tim
Montgomery, who was suspended
from competition for two years,
although he never tested positive for
a banned substance.
Several of Graham’s athletes, however, have tested positive for banned
substances, and the coach is being

investigated for lying to investigators looking into doping among elite
athletes connected to the infamous
Bay Area Laboratory Co-Operative,
the now-defunct Burlingame supplement company that served as a front
for a steroids ring.
In August, Nike terminated its
contract with the coach and the
U.S. Olympic Committee banned
Graham from its training centers.
He’s the first coach to receive such
a penalty, “based on the unusual
number of athletes he has coached
who have been convicted of doping offenses,” USOC chairman Peter
Ueberroth said in a conference call
at the time.

NBA commissioner puts his foot down
Jim Litke
THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

The NBA tipped off Tuesday
night with plenty of new rules and
one less fan. The first didn’t lead
directly to the second, though that’s
not to say they’re unrelated.
Not to commissioner David
Stern, anyway.
An Orlando season-ticket holder
named Hooman Hamzehloui was
banished from attending games at
any of the league’s arenas after allegedly calling Houston’s Dikembe
Mutombo a “monkey” last week at a
preseason game between the Rockets
and the Magic.

There is no such thing as a good
time or place to fire off racial epithets
at a man who stands 7-foot-2 inches.
But doing it a few days before the
NBA paused to pay tribute to Red
Auerbach, whose pioneering integration efforts burnished his legacy
more than all those championship
banners combined, reminds us that
Hamzehloui wasn’t just stupid but
unlucky to boot.
He can apologize until he’s blue in
the face. But the ink was still drying
on the refund check the Magic made
out to Hamzehloui by the time Stern
declared him persona non grata in
the NBA’s 29 other buildings. Call it
a dangerous precedent if you want. In

SIUC trio named golfers FOOTBALL SCHEDULE
(Home games listed in bold)
of the week
Nov. 4
Youngstown State
noon
A trio of Salukis were named the
Missouri Valley Conference Golfers
of the Week. Juniors Kelly Gerlach
and Christine Zoerlein finished in a
first place tie and led their team to a
win at the MVC Preview. From the
men’s team, Andrew Rauscher took
home MVC Golfer of the Week
honors as well. He became the first
Saluki to win a tournament this season at the Buffalo Rock / Southern
Showdown.

Nov. 11
Nov. 18

Northern Iowa
Southern Utah

3 p.m.
3 p.m.

Stern’s mind, this is a test case.
He may be a lawyer by training,
but he’s a judge by instinct. His
approach to discipline has always
been no-nonsense and sometimes
downright imperial. He makes decisions swiftly and often unilaterally,
which explains the “King David”
nickname occasionally applied
behind his back.
People who thought Stern would
be too distracted, or too busy squashing dissent about the controversial
new basketball, counting the players’
wristbands and measuring the length
of their shorts surely forgot who they
were dealing with. To him, this is all
cut from the same cloth.

CROSS COUNTRY SCHEDULE
Date
Opponent
Time
Nov. 11NCAA Regional ChampionshipAll Day
Nov. 20
NCAA Championship
All Day

MEN’S BASKETBALL SCHEDULE

VOLLEYBALL SCHEDULE

Date
Nov. 2
Nov. 5
Nov. 10
Nov. 19
Nov. 23
Nov. 24

Nov. 3
Nov. 4
Nov. 10
Nov. 17
Nov. 18
Nov. 24
Nov. 25

Opponent
Quincy
Henderson State
Washington, MO.
Murray State
Arkansas
Marist or Minnesota

Time
7:05 p.m.
4:05 p.m.
7:05 p.m.
2:05 p.m.
Noon
12:30 p.m.

Wichita State
Missouri State
Evansville
Creighton
Drake
MVC Tournament
MVC Tournament

7
7
7
7
7

p.m.
p.m.
p.m.
p.m.
p.m.
TBA
TBA
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Men’s basketball:
Salukis open exhibition slate against Hawks, page 14

SOUTHERN ILLINOIS UNIVERSITY
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View from the sidelines
Preseason injury forces Christian
Cornelius to miss another year
Jordan Wilson
DAILY EGYPTIAN

Ask Christian Cornelius about
patience.
After graduating from high school
in 2004 and attending prep school
for a year, the freshman feverishly
waited through his redshirt year for
his chance to contribute to the SIU
basketball team.
As the Salukis kick off their
exhibition schedule tonight against
Quincy University, the 6-foot-7-inch
Cornelius will still be waiting.
Cornelius is out for the season
with a torn ACL (Anterior Cruciate
Ligament), fractured femur and a torn
meniscus he sustained earlier in the
preseason.
For the third straight year, his
hopes of playing Division I basketball
have been put on hold.
“I don’t know anyone else who has
more patience than me when it comes
to college basketball,” Cornelius said.
“It was tough last year. This year it’s
frustrating. I wasn’t expecting it at all.”
The bad news came abruptly.
In an Oct. 2 two-on-two workout, Cornelius fell to the floor after
going up for a reverse layup. Although
there was no contact with anyone else,
Cornelius felt a sharp pain in his right
knee.
He thought nothing was wrong. An
Oct. 10 MRI — along with increased
swelling that trickled all the way down
to his ankle — proved otherwise.
His mother, Donna CottonCornelius, didn’t find out about the

Oct. 12 surgery until the night before.
Until that point, she thought her son’s
injury simply required “just a little
icing.”
As it turned out, it called for an
intensive surgery, a dozen staples and
about four months of rehabilitation.
Cotton-Cornelius struggled to
find the words to comfort her son
— he had already heard them all a year
before while being consoled about not
playing because of the redshirt.
“It was harder for him to hear it
this year,” she said. “He had already
been through that and had those
speeches.”
At first, Cornelius rejected the
news. He had waited long enough. It
was his time to shine.
But
realization
blindsided
Cornelius after his Oct. 12 surgery,
which repaired the torn cartilage.
“I kind of got the tears and stuff
out,” he said. “I didn’t know why
something like this would happen to
me.”
Lessons in patience have come all
too often for Cornelius.
After his graduation from Oak
Park High School in 2004, Cornelius
attended prep school at Brewster
Academy in New Hampshire because
he was told he wasn’t ready for a highlevel Division I team.
The wait wasn’t over when he
came to SIU the next year. Cornelius
had to redshirt the 2005-2006 year
to develop. His early October injury
forced Cornelius to put his career on
pause for the third straight year.
To put it in perspective, by the time
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Saluki forward Christian Cornelius takes off his knee brace before a physical training session with Ed Thompson,
assistant athletics director of athletic training, Tuesday evening in the training room of the SIU Arena.
Cornelius plays his first game for the
Salukis, Matt Shaw, who also graduated in 2004, will be a senior.
“He has to be itching to get out
there and play,” Shaw said.
Cornelius was supposed to take
the floor tonight against Quincy
University and showcase his newfound
perimeter skills after converting from a
post player.
Instead, he’ll spend the day down
the hall from the Arena floor — in the
athletic training room.

There will be no crossovers, insideout dribbles or reverse layups.
Instead, it’ll be grimace-inducing
leg-lifts, walking backward and standing one-footed on a trampoline.
On the court, coach Chris Lowery
will miss his versatility.
“The biggest blow is he’s a 6’7”
swing that we’ve been coveting for the
last five, six, seven years,” Lowery said.
“Once we got one, then he goes down
with injury. It just hurt us.”
Yet, Cornelius won’t let the string

of setbacks dampen his demeanor. He
could toss in the towel and succumb to
the undying obstacles in his path. He
could feel dejected that his younger
brother Justin is starting his second
year of college basketball at Illinois
Central College while he has yet to log
any minutes.
But he isn’t. He bottles up that
frustration and continues to wait.
“I’m real determined,” Cornelius
said. “I won’t let anything get in
my way.”

FOOTBALL

WOMENS’S BASKETBALL

The fastest Penguin

SIU women’s basketball ready to go

Mason in middle of
terrific season
Brian Feldt
DAILY EGYPTIAN

Marcus Mason can single handedly win a ballgame.
The senior tailback for Youngstown
State University has done it before,
and if teams aren’t careful of him, he
will probably do it again.
Mason leads the
league in rushing yards
and has been nothing
short of phenomenal
for the Penguins this
season. He has gained 1,247 yards in
just eight games this season — the
quickest player past the century mark
in YSU history.
His 155.9 rushing yards per game
makes Mason one of the best running backs in all of Division I-AA
football.
Simply put, he is an explosive
player and can score from anywhere
on the field.
Mason has already scored 17
touchdowns this season, amounting to
more than a third of YSU’s total points

scored, and leads the entire Gateway
Football Conference in scoring.
Needless to say, Mason is a special
type of player.
“He has been really good for us
this year,” said Youngstown head
coach Jon Heacock. “He is just now
getting healthy because he has been
banged up for us for a while now.”
No matter the injury — Mason
has thrived.
In the month of October, Mason
averaged 202.5 yards per game and
2.5 touchdowns.
He has gained
more than 100
rushing yards in
five straight games,
tying a school
record and possibly breaking it during Saturday’s game against SIU.
The last time Mason was held
under 100 rushing yards in a game was
against the University of CaliforniaDavis on Sept. 23 in which he was
limited to 99 yards from scrimmage.
Heacock said a lot of Mason’s
success with running the ball should
be attributed to the Penguins’ solid
offensive line, which is loaded with
veteran leadership.
See FOOTBALL, Page 13

Scott Mieszala
DAILY EGYPTIAN

The SIU women’s basketball team
has one obstacle standing in its way
before the start of the much-anticipated 2006-2007 season.
Before the Salukis can get the regular season under way, they will play
Christian Brothers University in an
exhibition game Sunday at the SIU
Arena. The game is slated to start at
2:05 p.m.
Head coach Dana Eikenberg said
SIU’s main concentration for the game
would be team defense and the ability
to stay focused throughout the game.
“We’ve got to be able to play 40
minutes of defense,” she said. “We can’t
just all of a sudden lose our focus in the
second half because of fatigue.”
Eikenberg said the team must be
mentally tough to remain focused,
which will be one facet she will keep
an eye on against the Buccaneers.
The coaches will also gauge the
team’s execution — more specifically,
how many times the Salukis get a
defensive stop and follow up with a
score.
SIU will also attempt to apply
defensive pressure to Christian
Brothers by using man-to-man and
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Junior guard Erin Pauk looks for a passing lane during the Salukis’
scrimmage Sunday at the SIU Arena. The Salukis will open their season
at home against Christian Brothers on Sunday.
zone defenses.
Junior guard Erin Pauk said the key
will be to stay aggressive.
“We’re going to try an all-out
defense — aggressive, on the ball,”
Pauk said. “Trying to get a lot of
deflections, a lot of steals, trying to
make some chaos out there for them.”
Playing aggressively should come

second nature at this point. Eikenberg
has stressed tenacity on defense
throughout preseason practices.
Although the game doesn’t count
toward Missouri Valley Conference
standings, the team isn’t taking the
matchup lightly.
See BASKETBALL, Page 13

